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Prevention—not lethal control—is the best method for
minimizing conflicts with coyotes in urban and rural settings.

To learn more about these strategies visit 
www.ProjectCoyote.org

  In a stable, unexploited pack, breeding 
  is generally limited to a single pair. 
                               Killing of one or both 
                                      parents can lead to 
                                         subordinate pack 
                                    members breeding at 
                                               a younger age 
                                                      which 
       ultimately 
       increases 
       the 
       population.

Single coyotes continually 
look for new habitat to occupy.
If a coyote is killed, new individuals 
will take that territory
and/or attempt to mate 
with ‘widowed’
coyotes.

Exploited coyote 
populations tend to 
have less experienced coyotes
who haven’t learned natural
hunting Behaviors. These coyotes are 
more likely to hunt easy targets like 
farm or companion animals– especially 
during pupping season.

In response to 
killing, remaining 

coyotes within the family group 
may reproduce at a younger age, and more 

pups survive following a temporary increase in 
available prey. 

 

A coyote is killed : 
shot, trapped or poisoned. 

Whether her territory is 
fully eradicated of all 
coyotes or some of her pack
members remain, an adult coyote’s
death will only lead to more
(inexperienced) coyotes  
occupying the territory.
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Killing Coyotes is Not the Solution
 

For more than 100 years coyotes have been shot, trapped, and poisoned by the millions. Despite these 
e�orts, coyotes’ range has tripled in size across in the United States since 1850. How do coyotes continue to 

be so successful? Why doesn’t indiscriminate killing decrease coyote populations or con�icts?


